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The past 36 hours has been a whirlwind for federal health care policy. With two 
Republican Senators—Senators Jerry Moran of Kansas and Mike Lee of Utah—

unexpectedly withdrawing their support for the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA) 
on Monday night, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) no longer had 

enough votes to advance BCRA on the Senate floor.  
 
The next morning, Leader McConnell announced his Plan B: to pass a straightforward 

repeal of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), with the replacement plan to be determined 
later. Within a few hours, three Republican Senators (Senators Susan Collins of Maine, 

Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska) announced their 
opposition to his Plan B. Remember, if McConnell loses the support of three 

Republicans for a measure, he cannot secure passage. 
 
This opposition has effectively doomed Congress’s ACA repeal efforts—for now, at 

least. Senator McConnell has indicated he still intends on bringing up the repeal-
without-replace measure on the Senate floor next week. It’s unclear if he is buying 

time to persuade his reluctant members to vote in favor, or simply wants to make 
members go on record with a vote.  
 

n4a’s CEO Sandy Markwood issued this statement today: 
 

“Thanks to tremendous advocacy work from a wide range of groups and advocates, 
including our Area Agency on Aging and Title VI Native American aging program 
members, the Better Care Reconciliation Act does not have the support it needs to 

advance in the Senate, thus preventing massive Medicaid cuts and increases in the 
cost of health care for older adults under age 65.” 

 
“While we are pleased by this outcome, we would caution Congress that while BCRA is 
not the health care plan that works best for older Americans and caregivers, repealing 

ACA without any replacement plan is not a wise policy choice, either. n4a’s policy brief 
“What Would ACA Repeal Mean for Older Adults, Caregivers and the Aging Network?” 

includes a list of considerations for lawmakers when amending our nation’s health care 
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system, including evaluating how any proposal supports cost-effective home and 
community-based long-term care, affordable health care coverage for Americans age 

50-64 and the long-term solvency of Medicare,” said Markwood. 
 

Next Steps:  
In this tumultuous policymaking environment, it’s difficult to predict if anything major 
will change before next week’s vote, so we must continue to remain vigilant to 

#SaveMedicaid.  
 

As n4a advocates pivot to address budget and appropriations issues (another 
Legislative Update coming later today!), please stand ready to resume your advocacy 
on health care should the need arise. n4a will keep you posted, but for now, if your 

Senator (for any reason) opposed BCRA or McConnell’s Plan B, we encourage you to 
send your thanks to them, privately and publicly.  

 

---- 
This Legislative Update is an n4a membership benefit. For more information 

about these and other federal aging policy issues, please contact n4a’s policy team: 
Amy Gotwals (agotwals@n4a.org) and Autumn Campbell (acampbell@n4a.org), 
202.872.0888. 
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